
Niviuk is a manufacturer based in Spain, set up in
2005 with a big launch at St Hilaire. The first range
they introduced, with gliders like the Hook, NK1 and
Artik, was very well received. The managing director
is Dominique Cizeau and the chief designer is
Olivier Nef. The brand is now enjoying its third year
in the UK, distributed by Niviuk UK.

The range of free flying solo gliders is covered by
the Koyot, Hook, Artik 2, Peak and Icepeak 3,
representing EN classes A to D and competition
respectively. There is also the Takoo tandem.
Gliders are made in the Gin factory in the Far East.
Niviuk has recently been working very hard on
extending the use of leading-edge reinforcements,
with several different approaches seen on their
competition machines at the Worlds in February.

The results of this work can be seen on the new
Artik 2 which replaces the Artik. The Artik 2 is an
EN C or LTF2 glider, targeted at the experienced
pilot wanting to fly XC. Four sizes cover the weight
range of 60 - 130kg. The size flown for the test was
the 27 (90 - 110kg), flown at about 109kg all-up.

The glider has a structured leading edge (SLE) with
reinforcements used in the cell entries, with a
resulting reduction in the amount of Mylar stiffener
needed. There’s a four-riser layout with a single D
line on each side, and there are no split As. The top
cascade is unsheathed PU-coated Liros Dyneema,
and the centre and lower cascades are Teijin
Technora. Risers are ultra-thin (12mm wide)
webbing from Cousin Trestec. The glider is made
from 40g/m2 Skytex, the upper surface being the
E77A water-repellent coating and the lower surface
the classic medium-finish E38A. Brake handles are
attached to the lines via swivels. The pulleys on the
risers have proper bearings and shrouds over them.
The glider is supplied with a rucksack, riser bag,
manual, compression strap and inner bag. The
rucksack is well made and comfortable for long
walks, generously cut but with well-placed
compression straps to make a tidy package.

Niviuk is from the Inuit saying, “Niviuk Naktuk”
which means “pay attention to small details to

make big things happen”. I was told this for
previous reviews, but with this

glider they have really

implemented their motto with a vengeance. It’s very
impressive the way that the Artik 2 has been both
designed and finished, starting with the excellent
finish on the ultra-thin risers, an area which has
been traditionally very difficult. Sewing on the glider
itself, the protective material over the hang points,
the pulleys in the speed system and the line
termination all continue in this vein of excellent
design coupled with top production values. The “butt
hole” has a small material spout to protect the
Velcro from debris, and the glider has several
spanwise compression straps. The whole of the tip
area comes off the stabilo line, which is a very
contrasting colour from the other lines on the B
riser. The trailing edge has a variation of the ring
system which gathers the brake area as it is pulled,
improving tension in the trailing edge and thus
giving a better shape to the brake. Overall, the more
you examine the glider the more you see in terms of
detail which has been refined by the production
process.

The glider inflates very easily in the lightest of
winds. It rises in a controlled, easy way meaning
that it only needs to be braked slightly when
overhead. It is one of the easiest gliders to ground
handle I have ever flown. It will also asymmetrically
inflate or “cobra” launch simply, and the tips can be
touched on the ground to the side and the glider
brought back overhead without too much trouble.
Forward launches are also textbook, but you will
need virtually flat calm before you are obliged to
forward launch. It’s also easy to reverse-cobra the
glider onto a tip after landing in stronger winds. All
told, the Artik 2 is excellent on the ground, and
usually gliders that ground handle well tend to do
well in the air. The only thing that you may
notice is that an inexperienced pilot might
confuse the area at the tip - which is
gathered quite tightly by the brake - with a
small tip tangle.

In the air the glider seems to have a
fairly big range of speed on the brakes.
It easily converts speed from the take-
off run into height. In all but the
roughest of air the glider feels like
it’s on rails but it’s also
very pleasantly
agile

in a “power steering” type of way, rather than the
twitchy, nervous feeling that some more agile
gliders had in days gone by. My first thermal flights
on this glider were in small, disorganised, rough
thermals on high-pressure days and it coped with
the broken lift very well. The promise of enjoying it
in well-formed thermals was something to look
forward to.

When I eventually did get some nice thermals to
climb in, the Artik 2 was very easy to centre and a
pleasure to fly. It was very intuitive and with a very
low workload, just as well as I needed to keep a
careful eye on the many other pilots I was sharing
the lift with above the Plan Fait site at Annecy.
Weight shift isn’t necessary, but I prefer the turn you
get with it. The brakes on their own will give nice
agile behaviour and smooth co-ordinated turns. I’d
set the chest strap to 46cm, the EN width for this
size at my weight (Niviuk recommends EN chest-
strap settings). The speed bar has a very smooth
and easy travel, thanks to use of top-quality pulleys.
Other manufacturers: please note and copy! The
Brummel hooks used to connect the speed bar line
are made to tight tolerances and don’t come
undone accidentally.

Big ears come out by themselves if they are small.
As they get bigger there is more stiction from the
leading-edge Mylar inserts as they ripple across the
upper and middle level A lines, so medium-sized
ears need a couple of pumps to get out and large
ones will need
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High standard of finish
and attention to detail
Handling
Stability
Confidence factor
Easy inflation and
ground handling

Magnetic brake
poppers are too weak
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